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PLT Title 

Supporting ELLs in Middle School World Geography 

 
Blurb for PLT Conference Brochure 

 
The population of ELLs in Belmont is approximately 6%.  20% of Belmont students speak a language other than English 
at home.  We explored how to support these students with targeted materials, and if this would have a positive effect 
on their academic achievement. 
 

 
Contact Information (Write * next to facilitator’s name.) 

Name School Grade Level or Subject 

Rebecca Bourke Chenery 7th Grade, World Geo 

Andrew Semuels Chenery 7th Grade, World Geo 

Pete Tausek Chenery 7th Grade, World Geo 

   

   

   

   

   

 
PLT SMART Goal  

 
By the end of the 2015-16 school year, we will incorporate new ELL materials and strategies so that ELL students will 

improve by at least one half letter grade from semester 1 to semester 2. 

 
 

 
This PLT Goal is also  
__  A Professional Practice Goal 
x    A Student Learning Goal 
__  Neither 
 
Key Actions 

1. Review SEL strategies 

2.  Incorporate appropriate SEL strategies into lessons/units. 

3. Create texts/modified assessments for ELLs 

4. Compare achievement from semester 1 to semester 2 

 
Findings  

1. New materials/strategies had little impact on student’s letter grades. 

2. Many ELLs are already high performing- grades were good to begin with.  (Skills improved in domains, but not 
reflected by grades). 

3. Little communication between ELL teachers and classroom teachers (particularly compared to SPED) 

3. Limited community/school wide involvement to help with significant gains. 

 



 
Recommendations / Next Steps  

1.  Continue to use/develop SEI strategies in class.  ELLs developed skills in 4 domains, but we can continue to 
improve our instruction. 

2. Focus more on skill development instead of grades to chart progress. 
3. Find ways to promote communication between ELL Teachers and Classroom teachers. 
4. As a school/community, find ways to further engage families who have ELLs/speak another language at home.   

 
 

 


